[Prenatal diagnosis of familial amyloidotic polyneuropathy].
Utilization of the in vitro DNA amplification method for prenatal diagnosis of familial amyloidotic polyneuropathy (FAP) in a German family was reported at the 1st symposium on FAP and other transthyretin related disorders, which was held in Granja, Portugal, in September 1989. Fetal DNA was prepared from chorionic villi and a part of the transthyretin (TTR) gene that may carry the FAP type I mutation was enzymatically amplified. The presence of the mutant TTR gene in fetal DNA was demonstrated by restriction analysis of the amplified DNA. Two other groups also reported prenatal diagnosis of FAP by polymerase chain reaction and restriction analysis.